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Background:
I grew up in Beverly Hills with my
parents and five siblings. I could hit a
softball like no one’s business. I had short
hair and was often mistaken for a boy, so 
I wore the frilliest shirts I could find to
softball practice and come home all dirty
and tattered. It drove my mother crazy
that I was ruining good clothes. 

Biggest accomplishment: 
I’ll leave declaring my biggest
accomplishment to someone else, but my
goal has been to earn the respect of my
colleagues and clients on a daily basis. 

First job: 
One of my first jobs was working at a
tennis shack at a private club. One day I
was chastised for not enforcing the rule
that any man could bump any woman from
a court (I had failed to bump four women
for a man and his 5-year-old). I just could
not believe that was still happening in
1979. What I learned from the experience
was that I had a lot to learn.

Advice to law school self: 
Be confident and move out of your comfort
zone as fast as you can. 

Biggest professional challenge: 
The work-life balance is my constant
challenge.

Achieving balance: 
My best tip is to surround yourself with
people who support you professionally

and personally, and who are
positive, upbeat people. For
almost 24 years, I have been
blessed with a husband who 
fits that description.

If not a lawyer, I would be: 
I really like the idea of being 
a doctor, but the thought of
dissecting anything makes 
me lightheaded. 

Guilty pleasure: 
Coffee and breakfast at
Commonwealth 
in Birmingham. 

Favorite book/movie: 
I would like to come up 
with something deep and 
profound, but the first thing 
that comes to mind is the 
movie “Moneyball.” I 
watched it a few weeks ago 
for at least the fourth time. 
Sports, wheeling and dealing,
courage to defy conventional
wisdom, family over money, Brad
Pitt — what’s not to like?

Favorite vacation spot: 
Nothing will ever replace Belle River,
Ontario. My maternal grandparents 
had a place on Lake St. Clair — a 
real no-frills, no-fuss kind of place —
where my 4’10” grandma cooked for
armies of people. For me, there is 
just no place more relaxing. 

Five guests for a fantasy 
dinner party: 
My paternal grandparents who came 
to the U.S. from Syria and passed 
away when my father was very young, 
my uncle who died from hemophilia 
when I was an infant, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, and Albert Einstein.

I am … : 
Happy.
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